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Team Sanfilippo Foundation

Fundraiser 2012
Climbing for a Cure - Mt. Kilimanjaro, Africa        
                                                                 August 3-12, 2012

Please sponsor me as I climb Mt. Kilimanjaro in Africa to raise money to advance education, research and therapies for the children affected by Sanfilippo Syndrome.

My two children Ryan (7 years old) and Brayden (4 years old) Kapes, have been diagnosed with MPS Type III-A, better known as Sanfilippo Syndrome, which is a genetic lysosomal storage diseases (LSD) caused by the body’s inability to produce specific enzymes. Normally, the body uses enzymes to break down and recycle materials in cells. In individuals with MPS and related diseases, the missing or insufficient enzyme prevents the proper recycling process, resulting in the storage of materials in virtually every cell of the body.  As a result, cells do not perform properly and cause progressive damage throughout the body, including the heart, bones, joints, respiratory system and central nervous system.  These children usually only live to be 10-15 years old. 

When the boys were diagnosed a few years ago, we were told there is and would be no treatment or cure in their lifetime.  But today, almost 3 years later, there is a potential therapy that may be only a year away.  There is also plenty of research and testing we have been able to advance quickly with the awareness and funds we have already raised. It is now time to stand out amongst the many worthy fundraisers and do something bigger, bringing to fruition all the hard work we have put in over the last several years.  For this reason, from August 3-12, 2012, I am going to climb to the summit of Mount Kilimanjaro, Africa's tallest peak at 19,341 feet.   My hope is that the awareness and funding I will raise from this charity climb will get my boys the treatment, and ultimately the cure, they deserve and so desperately seek.

The charity I will climb for is the Team Sanfilippo Foundation, which is a non-profit medical research foundation that was started and run by a group of parents with the mission of finding potential therapies that can be tested clinically in the very near future. The Foundation’s desire is to educate and advance research & therapies so we can improve the quality of life for the children affected by this disorder. The Team Sanfilippo Foundation has been formed to receive/distribute funds for scientific and educational purposes within the meaning of 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code.  All funding raised from this climb will go directly to therapies currently being developed and tested for Sanfilippo Syndrome.

To save my children’s lives, I need your help. If you are interested in sponsoring my climb, please mail your donation to the address below.  Checks should be made to the Team Sanfilippo Foundation.  You can also donate directly to my cause at www.teamsanfilippo.org 
Climbing for a Cure

3204 Romilly Road

Wilmington, DE 19810

Sincerely,

Carl S. Kapes 

Team Sanfilippo Foundation Federal Tax ID Number: 27-0513546
